Let’s Save Uganda’s Disappearing Forests
by the editorial board
March 21, 2016 – As Uganda joins the rest of the world to mark the International Day of Forests today, we couldn’t agree more with the statement from Conservation International regarding the state of our forest cover: “Robert Frost had it right — the woods are lovely, dark and deep.  They’re our respite.  Our places of peace.  Our natural air filters.  Our water factories.  Our medicine cabinets.  We literally can’t live without them.  So why are they disappearing?”
The very objective of celebrating the International Day of Forests is to raise awareness of the importance of forests, which perform crucial functions.  1.6 billion people depending on them for their livelihood.  Despite the well-known importance of forests, deforestation remains a big problem worldwide.  13 million hectares of forest are destroyed annually.  According to environmentalists, this accounts for 12 to 20% of the global greenhouse gas emissions that contribute to climate change.
To put the question of our disappearing forest cover into perspective, we need to look at some statistics.  According to Conservation International, nearly 50% of the world’s forests have so far been lost.  The more worrying aspect of this is that we are cutting trees down at greater rates each year, mainly to plant crops, graze cattle, and generate income from timber, charcoal and other forest products.
In Uganda, the situation is equally alarming.  According to the National State of the Environment Report 2012, Uganda’s forest area is being lost at a rate of 1.8% per year.  Between 1995 and 2005, Uganda’s forest area reduced from 24% to 18% of the country’s land area.
Another study by the National Forestry Authority indicates that 30,598 hectares are lost annually in Budongo Forest Reserve, 26,772 hectares around Lake Kyoga, and 24,786 hectares in Achwa.  In West Nile, the figure stands at 5,966 hectares and 732 hectares in the southwest.
This calls for urgent sustainable measures to reverse the precarious situation.  We should give UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s proposed action plan a serious consideration.  He says “to build a sustainable, climate-resilient future for all, we must invest in our world’s forests.  That will take political commitment at the highest levels, smart policies, effective law enforcement, innovative partnerships and funding”.
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