Without Nuclear Power, Japan CO2 Emissions Rise
by Mari Iwata
October 4, 2013 – Japan’s greenhouse-gas (GHG) emissions climbed to their 2nd-highest level on record in the last fiscal year, mainly because the country used more fossil fuels to make up for the loss of power produced by nuclear plants, all of which are now offline.
Japan produced the equivalent of 1.207 billion metric tons of CO2 in the year ended March 2013, the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry said Wednesday.  That was up 2.8% from the previous year, 7.4% higher than the year right before the Fukushima nuclear accident, and 14% more than fiscal 1990-1991, the benchmark year for the Kyoto Protocol, which calls for cuts in CO2 emissions.
The only good news was that the country managed to avoid setting a new record, emitting slightly less than 1.218 billion tons of fiscal 2007-2008, the year before the onset of the global financial crisis.
Since the Fukushima disaster in March 2011, Japanese utilities have kept their reactors offline, following compulsory shutdowns for maintenance every 13 months.  The last operating reactor, located in the town of Oi in western Fukui prefecture, went offline in mid-September.
To make up for this loss of output, utilities have been generating electricity using fossil fuels.  In fiscal 2012-2013, energy from nuclear power fell 94% from the year before Fukushima.  Energy from natural gas and oil rose 20% and 4.7%, respectively, in the same period, METI data showed.
More worrisome, Japan seems to be on the path to emitting even more GHGs, as it plans to build additional thermal power plants.
Tokyo Electric Power Co., the owner and operator of the stricken Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant, announced this summer that 3 companies will build 680 MegaWatts of new coal power capacity to help Tepco supply its customers.
The 3 companies — Chubu Electric Power Co., Electric Power Development Co., and Nippon Steel & Sumitomo Metal Corp. — are themselves separately considering increasing thermal power generating capacity, expecting the government to further liberalize the industry.
Other companies, such as Nippon Paper Industries Co., are also thinking of building new capacity that would be mostly fired by coal, the dirtiest but cheapest of the fossil fuels.
The government has been discussing its new energy plan, including new emissions targets, since Fukushima.  The plan is slated to be disclosed in early December, METI minister Toshimitsu Motegi said earlier this week.
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