Biggest Natural Disasters of 2012
by Andrew Katz
May 12, 2013 - An estimated 32.4 million people around the world were forced from their homes by disasters last year — 98% of them weather-related — according to data just released by the Norwegian Refugee Council.  The Internal Displacement Monitoring Center, one of the leading bodies that researches global uprooting, reports that is nearly double the number from 2011, and that 68% (22.2 million) are in Asia.  With a tropical cyclone headed toward Myanmar, where tens of thousands of people fled ethnic violence in the last year for camps near the Andaman Sea, refugee officials are warning of an impending humanitarian catastrophe.  Here are 10 of the worst displacements of 2012.
An estimated 212,000 people were uprooted by monsoon flooding in North Korea’s South Pyongan province last summer.  Water destroyed a significant portion of cropland, leading to the first time its new leadership accepted emergency aid from South Korea.
Between July and September, unprecedented flooding of the Niger River in the Tillabéri, Dosso and Zinder regions — as well as the capital, Niamey — displaced more than 530,000 people.  The water’s impact — cattle were killed, tens of thousands of homes were destroyed, and significant portions of crops were lost — was compounded by a dire food crisis in the Sahel and refugees from conflict in neighboring Mali.
Superstorm Sandy displaced 776,000 people from their homes after it slammed into the New Jersey coast on Oct.  29.  The storm affected 24 states on the eastern seaboard, killed at least 285 people and racked up more than $70 billion in damages.
In late summer, China was hit by a series of storms that forced 3.5 million people to leave their homes.  The largest, Typhoon Haikui, made landfall on Aug. 8 and led to the displacement of more than 2 million people along the northern and southern coasts.  In Shanghai alone, 370,000 people living in temporary housing near ports were evacuated.
Severe flooding between June and October displaced more than 343,000 people in 44 of the fledgling nation of South Sudan’s 79 counties.  In Jonglei State, hundreds of thousands marooned by the floods had to contend with border clashes with Sudan that displaced 190,000 more.
More than 1.9 million people were without their homes after Typhoon Bopha’s torrential rains hit the Philippines in December.  The storm came just months after storm surges, landslides and massive flooding displaced 1.5 million people.  Last year, the country experienced its highest-level of disaster-related uprooting in five years, with about 3.9 million people forced from their homes.
About 15,000 homes were unable to withstand the impact of Hurricane Sandy, which hit Cuba on Oct. 25, killing 11 people and leaving another 343,000 displaced by wind damage and widespread coastal flooding.
Heavy rains beginning on Sept. 7 led to large-scale flooding that displaced 1.9 million people in the provinces of Baluchistan, northern Sindh and southern Punjab in Pakistan.  The latest flooding further complicated ongoing relief efforts, stemming from recent earthquakes and consecutive years of widespread flooding in those regions.
Nearly 6.1 million people in Africa’s most populous country were displaced by widespread flooding, making it last year’s second-largest disaster-induced displacement worldwide.  Floods are common in Nigeria, especially over the past 5 years, but last year’s were the worst — livestock populations were ravaged and thousands of bridges, homes and roads, as well as farmland, were destroyed.
Severe monsoon flooding across the northeastern states of Assam and Arunachal Pradesh in June and July led to swollen rivers displacing some 6.9 million people.  In August and September, a second period of flooding left another 2 million people homeless in the same region.
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