Human Existence Threatened More by Extreme Weather, Not Weapons of Mass Destruction, Global Experts Warn
by Sydney Pereira
Jan. 17, 2018 – The risk of extreme weather ending human existence is topped only by the risk posed by weapons of mass destruction.  A global survey released by the World Economic Forum on Wednesday showed that, for the 2nd year in a row, the dangers of extreme weather are only 2nd to that of nuclear missiles and other such weaponry.  In terms of both likelihood and impact, extreme world weather events are the #1 concern, according to the survey. 
“Environmental risks have grown in prominence over the 13-year history of the Global Risks Report, and this trend continued,” the authors wrote.  “Among the most pressing environmental challenges facing us are extreme weather events and temperatures; accelerating biodiversity loss; pollution of air, soil and water; failures of climate change mitigation and adaptation; and transition risks as we move to a low-carbon future.” 
Extreme weather, natural disasters, and the failure to mitigate and adapt to climate change were all in the top 5 global risks in terms of impact, according to the global survey.  The report is based on the perceived risks from nearly 1,000 experts from around the world, most of whom were European men with expertise in economics and technology who worked at a business organization.
In terms of likelihood, weapons of mass destruction aren’t on the list of top 10.  Though the fear of war has increased, as a result of the ongoing feud between President Donald Trump and North Korea's Kim Jong Un, environmental concerns have been prominently noted in the top 5 risks since 2011, in terms of both likelihood and impact.  Extreme weather events were the 2nd most likely global risk for 2014, 2015 and 2016—but were the #1 risk in terms of likelihood in 2017 and 2018.
The report noted that the "impact of Hurricane Maria on Puerto Rico has starkly illustrated" how environmental problems can result in devastation of crucial infrastructure.  In 2016, nearly 24 million people were displaced from their homes due to weather-related events—which exceeded 3/4 of all people displaced that year, according to the report.  California, Chile and Portugal had extensive wildfires in 2017; Portugal recorded over 100 deaths.
Rising global temperatures and heat waves could devastate food supplies, according to the report.  More than 3/4 of the world’s food comes from 12 plant and 5 animal species—which highlights the world’s vulnerable food system.  The report says there is a 1 in 20 chance per decade that heat, drought and floods will result in “widespread famine and hardship”, as a result of the failure of corn production in the U.S. and China, which are the world’s primary growers.
Technology-based concerns, including cyberattacks, data fraud, and theft, were also in the top 10 among 30 global risks that could affect us over the next decade, according to the 1,000 experts and decision makers surveyed.  Other events that pose a risk include large-scale involuntary migration, man-made environmental disasters, terrorist attacks, illicit trade, and extremely overpriced assets, including housing, in a major economy or region.  Top risks in terms of impact that were not also included in the top 10 risks in terms of likelihood were water crises, food crises, biodiversity loss and ecosystem collapse, and spread of infectious disease.
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