Apple to Invest €1.7 Billion in Green European Data Centers
by James Temperton
Feb. 23, 2015 – Apple will spend €1.7 billion (£1.25 billion) on 2 new European data centers, each powered by 100% renewable energy.  The investment is Apple's biggest in the continent to date, with the new facilities in Ireland and Denmark powering online services for customers across Europe.
The 2 data centers will each measure 166,000 square meters and begin operation in 2017.  Apple said the new facilities would have the lowest environmental impact of any of its data centers.  To achieve this, Apple said it would be working with local partners to develop additional renewable energy projects.
In Athenry, Ireland, Apple will develop on land previously used for growing and harvesting non-native trees.  The company said it would restore native trees to the area and provide an outdoor education space for local schools and a walking trail for the community.
Apple's new data center in Viborg, Denmark, will be placed next to a large electrical substation, removing the need for additional generators.  The facility will also capture excess heat and use it to warm local homes.
Lisa Jackson, Apple's vice president of environmental initiatives, said the time for tackling climate change was now.  "Our commitment to environmental responsibility is good for the planet, good for our business, and good for the European economy," she said.
Apple CEO Tim Cook has previously told any investors who disagree with Apple's investment in renewable energy to "get out of the stock".  Speaking in March 2014, Cook added the company did a lot of things that were motivated by things other than profit.
Despite its focus on renewable energy, Apple has continued to face criticism for the environmental impact of companies in its supply chain.  In September 2014, an Apple supplier in the Chinese city of Suqian was accused of pouring industrial waste directly into a nearby river.
In August 2013 Chinese regulators investigated 2 Apple suppliers, following similar allegations of toxic dumping.  The Foxconn and UniMicron plants in Kunshan, near Shanghai, were both listed on Apple's 2013 supplier list.  Both facilities said they complied with local standards.   
At the time, Apple said it was working closely with suppliers in China to make sure that environmental standards were met.  Following the accusations last year, Apple also sent a team to China to investigate alleged environmental and worker rights violations.
Many major western companies have struggled to deal with toxic pollution in their supply chains, with companies in China coming under increasing pressure from Beijing to clean up their acts.
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