Curtains for Incandescent Light Bulbs?
by Gene Fry
	October 18, 2007 - Over the last 2 years, plans or actual programs to phase out incandescent light bulbs have progressed in Cuba, Venezuela, Brazil, Australia, Canada, New Zealand, and the European Union.  Greenpeace has asked India to follow Australia’s lead.
Similar proposals have been filed in several US states.  Wal-Mart surpassed its goal of selling 100 million compact fluorescent bulbs in the US with a quarter of the year left.  Home Depot plans to phase out incandescent bulbs in the US by 2011.
Now China, which makes 70% of the world’s light bulbs, has agreed to phase out incandescent bulbs over 10 years.  The switch could eliminate 500 million tons of carbon dioxide (CO2) a year, about half Germany’s total emissions.  China is the first developing country to agree to join this program, said Monique Barbut, chief executive officer of the Global Environment Facility, which will invest about $25 million in the program.  Countries such as Mexico, Indonesia, Venezuela and Costa Rica may join soon.
	Meanwhile, Democratic Presidential candidate Barack Obama proposed phasing out incandescent light bulbs in the US by 2014.  He says this would save Americans $6 billion of electricity a year, or some 88 billion kiloWatt-hours (kWh).  By 2030, he says this would cut emissions by nearly 28 million tons of CO2 a year, the equivalent of 80 coal-fired power plants.
Obama’s figures are very conservative.  American annual energy savings would be about 250 billion kWh, worth $25 billion a year.  CO2 emissions would fall more than 600 million tons a year (8%), based on America’s current crop of light bulbs and power plants, plus average U.S. residential electricity prices.
Other Democratic Presidential candidates also view the idea of phasing out incandescent lights favorably.  A recent ABC News poll found that 7 out of 10 Americans say they use at least one compact fluorescent light bulbs in their homes. Only 41% of Republicans support a legislative mandate, but 65% of Democrats do.  Some speculate that the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers might oppose the phase-out, over concern for job security.  Most incandescent bulbs are made in America.	
	For more details, see, for example,  www.indianpad.com/story/116378, www.environmentalleader.com/2007/10/03/chin, and
blogs.abcnews.com/politicalradar/2007/10/obama-on-light-.html.

