Flooding in Denmark Becoming the Norm
by Christian W
Jan. 5, 2017 – Yesterday, emergency departments, police and military personnel, and volunteers across the nation fought off flooding, as sea levels dramatically rose in Danish waters.
Levels rose as high as 177 cm above sea level in southern Denmark, and 157 cm just south of Copenhagen.
The flooding hit southern Denmark worst.  But parts of Copenhagen were also flooded, particularly in Amager and Dragør.
At one point yesterday evening, Denmark even called on its neighbors Sweden and Germany for emergency assistance.
Climate Change on the Charge
The national weather forecaster DMI described the event as a “once-in-a-century” event.  But as flood waters begin to subside across the nation, experts warn the Danes might have to get used to flooding of this nature.
“The historically abnormal weather we see today, following one low-pressure system after another low-pressure system, which can result in flooding, is a reminder that climate change is in full vigor,” Jens Hesselbjerg, a climate professor at the University of Copenhagen, told Metroxpress newspaper.
“We can’t rule out that climate change’s effect on flooding is accelerating even more swiftly than we had anticipated.”
Once-a-Decade Event?
Carlo Sørensen, a senior coastal technician with the Danish coastal authority, Kystdirektoratet, and Kirsten Halsnæs, a professor of climate and economy at the Technical University of Denmark (DTU), concur with that analysis.
According to Sørensen, the sea level will rise by 70 cm looking ahead to the year 2100, and Halsnæs said she wouldn’t buy a house located below sea level.
“The floods are coming more often than we have seen before,” Halsnæs told Metroxpress newspaper.  “How big and many we don’t know yet, but what we called a ‘once-a-century’ occurrence took place in 2006 and again now.”
Denmark’s worst flooding took place back in 1872.  The rising water levels killed 80 people and sank 50 ships, as dead farm animals floated about large parts of the flooded Lolland and Falster area.
According to a report from 2011, the top 10 areas in Denmark most in danger of seeing floods are Aabenraa, Fredericia, Holstebro, Juelsminde, Korsør, Køge Bay, Nakskov, Odense Fjord, Randers Fjord and Vejle.
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