Climate Chief Gina McCarthy on Mobilizing “Armies of People” to Cut Emissions
by Ella Nilsen
March 2, 2021 – Getting the United States back in the Paris climate agreement was the easy part.  Now comes the hard part. 
In President Joe Biden’s administration, White House National Climate Adviser Gina McCarthy is the person responsible for setting the United States’ new goal for reducing its emissions.  On the campaign trail, Biden promised to get the US to 100% clean electricity by 2035 and net-zero carbon emissions by 2050. 
In late April, McCarthy — working in tandem with her international counterpart, White House climate envoy John Kerry — is expected to announce the new US emissions target, ahead of the next United Nations Climate Change Conference in Glasgow, Scotland. 
In many ways, Biden’s White House has learned what not to do from previous administrations.  President Donald Trump focused much of his anti-climate action through executive orders and cutting regulations — things that were changed by a stroke of a pen once Biden took office.  Even Trump’s attempt to end the Clean Power Plan was hung up in the courts.
For this reason, the Biden administration is far more focused on making concrete changes: constructing a raft of electric vehicle charging stations around the nation, building energy-efficient homes and offices, and increasing the number of solar and wind farms to power clean energy in the country.
Physical changes like these are “hard to roll back,” a White House official told me. 
Actually hitting these goals will take a lot of quick work from every single government agency, plus powerful outside utilities, industry, and unions that employ 100s of 1,000s of people and are still hesitant to transition away from fossil fuels. 
“The job I have is really about making sure that climate and equity and job growth are really considerations across the whole of government,” McCarthy told me in a recent interview.
McCarthy’s leadership is crucial because the federal government’s actions (or inaction) to combat climate change matter enormously; after all, it’s America’s largest employer.  The US military alone emits more greenhouse gases and purchases more fuel than many other developed nations.  The federal government changing its energy spending habits has a big impact.  But it can also spur the private businesses it contracts with to change. 
“We’re talking to the auto companies about electric vehicles, how we can begin to make investments of our own through our budgets and procurement, to actually buy the kind of vehicles that the federal government should be driving,” McCarthy said.  “To actually use our federal buildings as opportunities for weatherization and energy efficiency; you look at housing opportunities that way.”
The 66-year-old McCarthy told me she won’t just be “hunkered down in my office talking to the various agencies.”   She’s also communicating frequently with lawmakers on Capitol Hill, ahead of the launch of Biden’s green infrastructure package in March, and has been busy calling union leaders and America’s business community.
“There are already a number of climate bills that are on the table; some have bipartisan support, so I expect Congress to be very active in this area,” she told me.  “But you can bet we’re not going to simply rely on Congress to act.”
***
See the original URL for the interview.
www.vox.com/22277056/biden-czar-gina-mccarthy-interview-climate-change
