EPA Aims to Finish Climate Rules; Decisions Fall to Trump
by Andrew Childers
Nov. 17, 2016 – The Obama administration aims to cement its greenhouse gas (GHG) regulations in the time remaining.  But some of the largest GHG decisions will slide to President-elect Donald Trump, according to the updated federal regulatory agenda.
The Environmental Protection Agency plans to complete a rule for approving states’ plans (RIN:2060-AT23) to implement the Clean Power Plan, which sets CO2 limits on power plants—a rule Trump has pledged to pull back.
Also on the EPA’s agenda for the next 2 months will be updating its mandatory GHG reporting program (RIN:2060-AS60), setting leak detection requirements for oil and gas wells (RIN:2060-AS73) and establishing limits on the use of hydrofluorocarbons (RIN :2060-AS80), which are potent GHGs used in refrigeration and air conditioning, foam blowing and fire suppression.  All of those rules would be open to repeal under the Congressional Review Act.
Trump has vowed to undo President Obama’s Climate Action Plan, which calls for limiting CO2 from power plants and taking steps to curb emissions of short-lived but potent GHGs such as methane and HFCs.
Outstanding Decisions Left to Trump
Now, outstanding decisions on the future of some of the Obama EPA’s signature climate rules will be made by Trump appointees, including an ongoing review of the combined fuel economy and GHG emissions limits for passenger vehicles through 2025.
According to the agenda, there is no timeline for that review, which would see the standards for model years 2022 through 2025 revised from the equivalent of 54.5 miles per gallon currently projected.  The Trump administration also will complete revisions to the EPA’s GHG permitting program for stationary emissions sources, after the U.S. Supreme Court held that the provisions only apply to sources required to obtain permits for emissions of conventional air pollutants.
The Obama EPA has proposed exempting facilities that emit less than 75,000 tons of CO2 equivalent annually from the permitting requirements.  But the regulatory agenda has no deadline for that rule-making to be completed.
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