EPA Considers Delaying Carbon Deadline After Utilities Object
by Mark Drajem
Feb. 17, 2015 – The Obama administration may ease off on a deadline for power companies to start meeting new rules to cut carbon emissions, the top environmental regulator said.  This would be a win for utilities that complained too much was required too soon.
Gina McCarthy, the head of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, offered Tuesday what she said was a “big hint,” saying she heard complaints that the 2020 deadline for states to make steep cuts is too strict.  The final climate standards take effect in 2030.  Many state regulators said the pace could endanger the reliability of the electric grid.
“I have heard very few real comments about the final goal; it’s really a question about how quickly you get there,” McCarthy said at a conference of the National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners in Washington.  “We want the states to have flexibility to explore options.”
The EPA’s 1st standards for fossil-fuel power plants, the top source of the emissions blamed for global warming, drew fire from utilities.  The plan, which seeks a 30% cut in emissions during a quarter century ending in 2030, is the centerpiece of President Barack Obama’s effort to combat global warming.
State Cuts
The proposal, issued last year, sets specific cuts each state must achieve, based on a formula that accounts for the amount of available coal power that can be switched to natural gas, plus estimates of growth in renewable energy and energy efficiency.
The EPA estimated the switch to natural gas could kick in by 2020, meaning a cut of emissions by 26% from 2005 could be reached by then.  The final goal of 30% would come a decade later.
McCarthy said the EPA is unwilling to eliminate interim benchmarks altogether, because the agency wants to ensure states are on a “glide path” to hit the 2030 target.  The final rule will be released after the middle of this year, she said.
Separately, Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz said Tuesday his department determined that natural-gas pipeline bottlenecks are not as severe as coal industry lobbyists have warned, and that a ramp-up in electricity generation from natural gas is possible with just a few new local or regional pipelines.
“There will need to be increased investments, but mostly at the regional level,” he told reporters at the same conference.
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