EPA Declares Greenhouse Gases a Health Hazard
	April 21, 2009 - Six greenhouse gases (GHGs) are pollutants that endanger the public's health and welfare, the U.S. Environment Protection Agency (EPA) said March 27.  The gases are carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide, hydrofluorocarbons, perfluorocarbons and sulfur hexafluoride.
	“This finding confirms that greenhouse gas pollution is a serious problem now and for future generations,” EPA Administrator Lisa P. Jackson.  “The science clearly shows that concentrations of these gases are at unprecedented levels as a result of human emissions, and these high levels are very likely the cause of the increase in average temperatures and other changes in our climate.”
The findings respond to the U.S. Supreme Court’s 2007 decision.  They reversed a 2008 Bush administration decision on climate change.  A 60-day comment period on this finding is under way.  EPA's conclusion could trigger a broad regulatory process affecting much of the U.S. economy, as well as the nation's future environmental trajectory.
Daniel J. Weiss, a senior fellow at the Center for American Progress, said it’s a way to “in case of legislative gridlock, break open the Clean Air Act….  It's a backup option, not ideal, but it's a way to make progress on emissions reductions."
 White House spokesman Ben LaBolt said “The president has made clear his strong preference that Congress act to pass comprehensive legislation rather than address the climate challenge through administrative action….  [He] has repeatedly called for a bill to provide for market-based solutions to reduce carbon pollution and transition to a clean energy economy that creates millions of green jobs.”
EPA’s findings come 17 days after it announced that it would require reporting of GHG emissions from 13,000 facilities that emit 85-90% of US GHGs: suppliers of fossil fuel and industrial chemicals, manufacturers of motor vehicles and engines, plus large direct emitters of greenhouse gases with emissions equal to or greater than a threshold of 25,000 metric tons per year.  This would include electricity generation, cement production, and iron and steel production, among others.
The first annual report would be submitted to EPA in 2011 for the calendar year 2010, except for vehicle and engine manufacturers.
	For more, see http://cnnwire.blogs.cnn.com/; EPA News Release March 10, 2009; and www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/23/AR2009032301068.html?referrer=emailarticle.

  

	

