Miami Aims for Carbon Neutral by 2050
by Alex Harris
Jan. 18, 2020 - With sea level rise already lapping at its door, the city of Miami made its 1st significant commitment to address the root cause of climate change, not just the symptoms.
The city government plans to go carbon neutral by 2050.  The pledge will change everything from what city employees drive to how the city builds to how it powers itself. 
Miami became the 1st city in Florida and 96th in the world to join C40 Cities, an international climate organization that helps cities lower their carbon footprint.
Mayor Francis Suarez, who signed the agreement Friday afternoon, called it a moral imperative for the city to cut its emissions.  “if we really want to be here forever, we can’t just react to what mother nature is doing,” he said.  “We have to do everything in our power not to make matters worse, but to make matters better.”
Exactly how the city plans to go carbon neutral, a hefty goal for a large and car-centric community, comes later.  Miami’s Climate Ready Plan will be released next week, and it tackles broad actions the city can take, like switching out gas-powered city cars for electric vehicles, installing more solar panels and enforcing energy efficiency in city buildings. 
In recent years, Miami has largely chosen to address the 2 feet of sea level rise expected by 2060 with adaptation measures that address the effects of climate change, such as flooded streets, rising groundwater and hotter days.  The force driving them — excess greenhouse gases in the atmosphere — has not been on the agenda.
Under activist pressure, that is starting to change.  Miami just declared a “climate emergency,” a symbolic gesture at the city’s increased focus on the topic.  Advocates have since pressed the city to commit to cutting its carbon footprint.
...
Miami-Dade County set its own emissions goals shortly after Miami first did, in 2010.  The county’s Greenprint plan called for a 10% reduction from 2008 levels by 2015. 
“The County did not achieve this goal.  In fact, emissions increased over this period,” wrote Miami-Dade’s Chief Resilience Officer, Jim Murley, in a statement.  That came from a combination of more people driving more cars, more aviation emissions, and higher emissions from industrial activity, he said. 
So far, the county has tackled its emissions with a new purchase of 33 electric buses and various energy efficiency programs, including one that requires buildings over 20,000 square feet to benchmark their use of electricity. 
“In order to reach the 2050 goal of an 80% reduction, the community will need to implement meaningful resource conservation measures that include fuel, energy and waste reduction, as well as investments in renewable energy like solar and transitioning to more electric vehicles countywide,” he said.
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