NC Republicans Move from ‘No’ to a ‘Reality’ on Climate Change
by Brian Murphy
Oct. 25, 2018: Raleigh – Sen. Thom Tillis and 3 other Republicans seeking the nomination for U.S. Senate in 2014 had a quick answer when asked if climate change was a fact.  “No,” they all said.
4 years and, perhaps not coincidentally, 2 devastating North Carolina hurricanes later, some of the state’s Republican elected officials have a slightly different answer to questions about climate change.  “It is obvious that humans have some impact on the environment,” said Rep. Ted Budd, a Davie County Republican, at a debate this week.
“I believe the climate is changing,” said Rep. George Holding, a Raleigh Republican, at his debate this week. “I think human activity has all kinds of impacts on the environment.”
Former Charlotte pastor Mark Harris is the GOP nominee in the 9th Congressional District and one of the 4 Republicans on stage at the 2014 debate.  He said in a debate last week that “there’s no question the Earth is getting warmer.”  But, he added, “I do not necessarily buy into the fact that humans are responsible.”
Budd, Holding and Harris face strong challengers in November, in seats Democrats hope to flip from GOP control.
Tillis, too, has moved his position on climate change since that 2014 debate.  “We have to come up with several strategies to recognize reality that climate changes.  Sometimes it changes just because it has over the millennia, and other times it changes because of human factors,” Tillis said in an August interview with Spectrum News.
‘Small Steps’
The modest changes in position among elected Republican officials is good news, said one former Republican House member with a conservative, free market plan to combat climate change.
“How could you possibly be encouraged by such small steps?  It is encouraging to see Republican candidates begin messaging this to the people they fear the most, which is party activists, the people who will destroy you in the next Republican primary,” said Bob Inglis, who represented an upstate South Carolina district for 12 years before being trounced by conservative Rep. Trey Gowdy in the 2010 GOP primary.
Inglis cited South Carolina Republican Gov. Henry McMaster’s use of humor to address the issue in a GOP primary debate earlier this year, as one way Republicans are trying to move the debate.  When asked about climate change and its impacts on South Carolina’s coast, McMaster said: “The water’s coming up.  There must be something melting somewhere.” www.newsobserver.com/news/politics-government/article220601050.html#storylink=cpy
