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March 4, 2020 – Super Tuesday has narrowed the Democratic Presidential contest to a 2-man race between Senator Bernie Sanders and former Vice President Joe Biden.  Here are the key differences between those candidates’ plans to tackle global warming.
The Targets
Mr. Biden’s plan calls for 100% carbon-free energy (essentially renewables or nuclear power) and net-zero emissions (eliminating as much planet-warming CO2 as is being emitted) by 2050.  Senator Sanders’s plan envisions the electricity and transportation sectors running solely on renewable power no later than 2030, and an end to the use of fossil fuels no later than 2050.
How to Get There
Both Mr. Biden and Mr. Sanders focus heavily on new regulations that would not require Congressional approval, as well as spending federal dollars to incentivize the deployment of clean energy across the economy.  Neither calls for a tax on carbon emissions.  The core of Mr. Sanders’ plan for the power sector involves convincing Congress to authorize and allocate about $2 trillion for a government-run effort to manage and distribute renewable energy.  
Costs
Mr. Biden says his plan would cost $1.7 trillion.  Mr. Sanders has placed the price of his at $16.3 trillion.
How to Pay
Both candidates have outlined various measures that call for greater taxes and unspecified new fees on corporations, as well as eliminating fossil fuel subsidies.
Jobs
Extrapolating how many jobs any climate plan will create is a tricky business.  But based on Mr. Biden’s own projections, his plan would generate 10 million jobs.  Mr. Sanders says his would create 20 million.
Technology
Mr. Sanders has called nuclear power, carbon capture and geo-engineering “false solutions.”  His plan would halt construction of new nuclear plants and end license renewals for existing ones, until a solution for nuclear waste is found.  Mr. Biden’s plan contends that addressing climate change must consider “all low- and zero-carbon technologies”, including nuclear and carbon capture.  His plan does not mention geo-engineering.
Natural Gas
Mr. Sanders has called for a nationwide ban on fracking and phasing out natural gas plants.  Mr. Biden’s blueprint does not explicitly mention either.  But he has said on the campaign trail that he favors enhanced regulations on natural gas extraction and fracking, though not a nationwide ban.
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