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Oct. 31, 2021: Rome (abridged) – Prince Charles told world leaders at the G-20 Summit that the global climate conference beginning Sunday in Glasgow was “the last chance saloon” to save the planet.
“We must now translate fine words into still finer actions,” the Duke of Wales said.  “The future of humanity and nature herself are at stake.”  Charles stressed the importance of bringing the power of the private sector to the task, “who are now more and more anxious to invest in the projects and new technologies that could establish a more rapid transition to sustainability.”
The prince said that the world’s top C.E.O.’s from every sector of the economy, “representing well over 60 trillion dollars of assets under management,” had joined his Sustainable Markets Initiative and are listening to shareholders and consumers “who are now demanding changes in the way businesses behave.”
The heir apparent to the British throne was invited to speak to the world leaders by Italian Prime Minister Mario Draghi, in recognition of his 50 years highlighting the environmental crisis wrought by climate change.
The 72-year-old royal told the G-20 to reflect on their “overwhelming responsibility to generations yet unborn....  It is impossible not to hear the despairing voices of young people who see you as the stewards of the planet, holding the viability of their future in your hands,” he said.
Charles’s mother, Queen Elizabeth II, canceled her planned attendance at the climate summit, after the 95-year-old monarch was advised to rest by doctors.  But appearing along with Charles will be his wife, Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall; his son Prince William; and his daughter-in-law Catherine, Duchess of Cambridge.
Draghi kicked off the 2nd day of the G-20 summit by laying out out the stakes within his 1st sentences.  “Dear colleagues,” he began his introductory remarks, “the fight against climate change is the defining challenge of our times.”  He said it was time to “act now”, by reorganizing economies and cutting greenhouse gas emissions.
Though the Paris Agreement in 2015 set a target to limit warming to 2C - while “pursuing efforts to limit it to 1.5″ - Draghi said that aiming for the more ambitious of those 2 targets was still crucial.  “Some of us are asking why we move our goalpost from 2° to 1.5°.  Why?  Because science says so,” Draghi said.
Scientists have said that limiting warming to the 1.5°C mark, compared to pre-industrial levels, is crucial to avoid many catastrophic consequences of climate change.  But a United Nations climate report from August suggested the world could hit the 1.5°C threshold in a decade.
“The shift to clean energy is key to achieving the necessary reductions in greenhouse gas emissions,” he said.  “We can no longer postpone it.”
The morning session for Sunday was set to focus specifically on the role of the private sector in the fight against climate change.  The idea is that any wholesale makeover of the global economy - driven by decarbonization - would also require vast private funding.  Later in the day, the leaders will also discuss climate change more broadly.
Because G-20 countries account for around 80% of global emissions, the summit in Rome has the chance to create or thwart momentum for the conference in CoP26 climate conference in Glasgow, where many of the leaders will be traveling next....

New Zealand has pledged to reduce its net greenhouse gas emissions by half by 2030, ramping up its green ambitions, its prime minister said in a Sunday announcement ahead of the climate summit in Glasgow.
“As a country surrounded by oceans and an economy reliant on our land, we are not immune to the impact of climate change, so it’s critical we pull our weight,” Jacinda Ardern said in a statement.  “New Zealand’s enhanced contribution to the global effort to fight climate change now represents our fair share, and is in line with what’s needed if we are to avoid the worst impacts of global warming on New Zealand,” she added.
New Zealand’s previous target was to bring emissions to 30% below 2005 levels by 2030....  New Zealand’s climate minster James Shaw welcomed the news and called this decade “make or break for the planet.”  He also said that New Zealand would work with developing countries in the Asia-Pacific region to help them meet their own emissions goals.
However, some climate scientists have been skeptical.  “Setting a target is easy.  Meeting it is hard,” said Ralph Sims, an emeritus professor of sustainable energy and climate mitigation at New Zealand’s Massey University.  Although he and others welcomed the more “ambitious” target, he warned that “the transition to a lower-carbon economy will not be easy.”
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