UN Chief Guterres Decries 'Fading' Global Climate Change Efforts
May 12, 2019 – Arriving in Auckland Sunday, Guterres said the world was "not on track" to confine the rise in global warming to 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels, as agreed in the 2015 Paris agreement.
"The paradox is that as things are getting worse on the ground, political will seems to be fading," said the UN secretary general.
"Climate change is running faster than what we are.…  [T]he last 4 years have been the hottest registered," he said.  He added that political inadequacy was evident "everywhere."
He commended host Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern on New Zealand's ambitious parliamentary bill, tabled last week, seeking to make the 5-million-population nation mostly carbon neutral by 2050.
Its key farming sector, however, is to be given some leeway, specifically on "biogenetic methane," another climate-warming gas alongside CO2.
Guterres, who will also visit the South Pacific island territories of Fiji, Tuvalu and Vanuatu, urged the world community to "protect the lives of our people, and we need to protect our planet."
His remarks precede a Climate Action Summit he plans to convene in New York in September.  There nations will be asked to present "concrete, realistic plans" to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 45% over the next decade and reach net zero by 2050.
On Friday, Luis Alfonso de Alba, the top UN envoy entrusted with preparing September's summit, called for a "drastic" rethink of the global economic model.
Required was a "transformation of the way we consume, the way we produce," de Alba said.  "This is not a process in which we can aim at a gradual increase of ambitions."  Trillions of dollars in private funding would be "indispensable," he added.
Christchurch Visit
Guterres also planned to visit Christchurch on his 3-day New Zealand stopover and meet leaders of the Muslim community targeted on March 15 by a lone gunman who broadcast the massacre via social media.
Last week, the death toll rose to 51, with the death in hospital of a Turkish citizen critically wounded during the shooting attack on 2 Christchurch mosques.
Guterres said he would pay tribute to Muslim courage and New Zealand solidarity during the visit, which coincides with the month of Ramadan.
He praised New Zealand's parliament for tightening gun control laws and Ardern's determination to prevent extremist acts being broadcast online.
She and French President Emmanuel Macron are to host a meeting on the matter in Paris on Wednesday.
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