US Replaces China as Top Clean Energy Investor
	January 17, 2012 - The United States has regained its place as the world’s number one investor in clean energy, reclaiming the top spot from China, according to Bloomberg New Energy Finance.
	In 2011, U.S. total investment in clean energy surged to $55.9 billion, up 33% from 2010; China saw investment rise just 1% to $47.4 billion over the same time period.  This is the first time that the U.S. – and not China – has held the number one spot since 2008.
	Bloomberg attributes the increase in U.S. investment in large part to support initiatives such as the federal loan guarantee program and a Treasury grant program, which have now expired.
	The country’s principal remaining support measure for renewable energy, the Production Tax Credit, is currently also scheduled to fall away at the end of 2012 unless it is extended.  As a result, Bloomberg suggests that there may be a rush to get projects completed in 2012, followed by a slump in investment in 2013, if the credit does, in fact, expire.  Vestas, the world’s largest maker of wind turbines in terms of revenue, warned that 1,600 U.S. jobs were at risk if clean energy tax credits were not extended past the end of this year.
	Bloomberg’s figures showed that total new global investment in clean energy increased 5% to $260 billion in 2011.  A surge in solar technology investment – up 36 per cent from 2010 to $136.6 billion – drove the growth.  Money spent on solar power was almost twice the $74.9 billion spent on wind power in 2011.
	The latest edition of Ernst & Young’s Renewable Energy Country Attractiveness Index, released in November 2011, puts China first and the U.S. second in terms of the suitability of their markets for renewable energy investment.  This echoed the previous quarter’s results released in August.
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