Why Biden Is Buying 645,000 New Electric Cars
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Jan. 26, 2021 – The U.S. federal government owns 645,047 motor vehicles, according to its most recent report on the matter.  This fleet is, for the most part, a menagerie of trucks: construction vehicles, Ford F-150s, armored vans that sit next to NASA launchpads so astronauts can quickly flee in case of an emergency.  Many of those trucks—about 1/3 of the federal fleet—are the white, cube-like U.S. Postal Service vans.  Another 1/3 are passenger cars.  The government owns a lot of vehicles.
Since he took office 6 days ago, President Joe Biden has recommitted the United States to the Paris Agreement and canceled the Keystone XL pipeline.  More policy is expected this week.  But his most interesting climate actions so far haven’t taken the form of executive orders or really appeared in writing at all.  Yet they offer a clearer view of Biden’s approach to climate change—and its aspiration to reshape the American economy—than anything we’ve seen so far.
His plan for the federal fleet encapsulates Biden-era climate policy in its ambition and limits.  He debuted the initiative yesterday, while signing an executive order pledging that the government would buy more American-made goods.
The administration is also preparing an executive order to marshal the federal government’s purchasing power by requiring that federal agencies -- including the U.S. Postal Service -- buy clean vehicles and renewable power, according to 3 people familiar with the matter.  But the timing of that announcement wasn’t clear.  Biden hinted at the plans Monday during remarks detailing White House plans to boost federal spending on U.S. products.
“The federal government also owns an enormous fleet of vehicles, which we’re going to replace with clean electric vehicles made right here in America, by American workers,” Biden said, adding the move would create millions of jobs.  “Together this will be the largest mobilization of public investment in procurement, infrastructure, and R and D, since World War II.”
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