With a Nudge from Trump, 2020 Democrats Return to Climate Change
by Maggie Astor
Nov. 4, 2019 – President Trump’s decision on Monday to begin the formal process of withdrawing from the Paris climate agreement prompted outrage from the Democratic Presidential candidates, who may try to use the existential threat of climate change to motivate voters.
Politically, fighting climate change is particularly important to young voters, who will live to see its worst effects and are a key part of the Democratic base.  Senator Bernie Sanders of Vermont has been especially vocal, pivoting from his signature economic message to emphasize climate change in the final sprint to the Iowa caucuses in February. 
This Saturday, he will host an event in Des Moines with members of the youth-led Sunrise Movement and Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez of New York, the lead House sponsor of the Green New Deal, who has endorsed Mr. Sanders.
Iowa has already been hard hit by the effects of climate change, including devastating floods.  But it is also home to a large wind power industry.  Sanders campaign officials said they planned to emphasize what Iowans could personally do to help combat climate change.  “Iowans cannot ignore this issue — they’re forced to face it every spring and every winter,” said Misty Rebik, Mr. Sanders’s Iowa state director.  “So we’re prioritizing those concerns, and prioritizing them by providing a sense of hope and optimism.”
After the climate summit this Saturday, Mr. Sanders plans to campaign in Iowa’s 4th Congressional District, home to Representative Steve King, a Republican, and many of the state’s most conservative voters.
“We’re not just talking about climate in Iowa City and Des Moines,” said Bill Neidhardt, the campaign’s deputy Iowa director.  “We’re going right to Steve’s district to talk about it because we believe it wins there as well.”
The other top-polling candidates in Iowa — former Vice President Joseph R. Biden Jr., Senator Elizabeth Warren of Massachusetts and Mayor Pete Buttigieg of South Bend, Ind.  — also used Mr. Trump’s announcement on Monday as an opportunity to emphasize climate policy.  Elizabeth Warren said “We need to be strengthening our response to climate change—but Trump and his administration are running away from our responsibilities.  I'll move to rejoin the Paris Climate Agreement on day one of my Presidency.”
“As the climate crisis worsens each day and California burns and Iowa floods, Trump continues to abandon science and our international leadership,” Mr. Biden tweeted.  He added, “A country that ignores the threat to the very survival of this planet isn’t just troubled — it’s morally bankrupt….  We must get the climate change denier out of the White House and take urgent action to address the climate emergency.”
In a morning interview on MSNBC — shortly before Mr. Trump made his announcement, which had been expected — Mr. Buttigieg, who has gained ground in Iowa, said the Paris Agreement “should be viewed as a floor, not a ceiling….  I actually see an opportunity in this, as bad as it has gotten, with both how close we are to catastrophe in climate and the disappearance of U.S. leadership from the world stage,” he said.  “I also see in that the opportunity to do something important, which is, restore American credibility.”  He added “This afternoon, this President formally began America’s withdrawal from the Paris Agreement, a year-long process for a catastrophic decision that could affect our country—and the world—for generations.”
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