Increased Rate of Weather Disasters in Ohio Linked to Global Warming
by Benjamin Lanka
May 18, 2013 – Weather disasters aren’t just a big deal in the South or along the coasts, according to a new report from Environment Ohio.  They also occur with some frequency in Ohio.  The report, “In the Path of the Storm,” stated seven of 10 Ohioans suffered from a weather disaster in the past six years.  The report compiled by the Federal Emergency Management Agency designated disasters in each of Ohio’s counties, excluding tornadoes, which haven’t been linked to global warming.
Julian Boggs, state policy advocate for the green group, said that although no specific weather event can be linked to global warming, the increase of global temperatures from carbon emissions makes it more likely for these events to occur.  “The increased carbon atmosphere is loading dice for more extreme weather,” he said.
In the report, 64 Ohio counties suffered from at least one weather disaster from 2007 to 2012, including one severe storm in Ross County.  Ohio generally fared better than many other states, as those in the northeast and central plains seemed to have been hit by the most weather disasters.
Ohio State Climatologist Jeff Rogers said the warming of the state’s climate has been well documented.  The state has set dozens of record high winter and spring temperatures this century and 2010, 2011 and 2012 were three of the dozen warmest summers in Ohio since 1895.
This warming is leading to more humid air, which increases the number of heavy rains hitting the state.  For example, in the 1900s, Columbus received about 4.5 days per year with an inch of rain.  It now averages almost 8 such days.  This comes in conjunction with long periods of dry weather.  “It’s now very common to experience both extremes in one summer,” he said.
The June 29, 2012, windstorm, which cost $800 million in insurance claims, is a storm caused by high humidity and warm conditions.  He said a warming climate likely would lead to an increase in that type of storms.  The report asked residents to push political leaders to enhance carbon emission controls, especially in Ohio at coal-burning power plants.
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