Zimbabwe: Climate Change Alters Face of Agriculture
	by Jeffrey Gogo
	22 October 2012 – Zimbabwe’s agro-ecological zones (AEZs or natural regions) have shifted drastically because of the devastating effects of climate change and global warming.  Although the changes have not been officially adopted, major shifts have occurred in the drier Regions 4 and 5, which are prone to drought, and will now almost certainly drift wider into hunger.
	Latest research by Mr Raymond Mugandani et al. shows that the original five natural regions have not decreased nor increased in number, though significant changes have been experienced in their size, structure and composition.
	According to the research, Region 1, which is the prime agriculture land concentrated largely as a strip in eastern Zimbabwe, has expanded by 106% while Region 2 has declined 49%.  Region 3 shrunk 14% whereas the predominantly drier Regions 4 and 5 have expanded by a dreadful 5.6% and 22.6% respectively.
	Annual rainfall distribution for Regions 4 and 5 is expected to be below 600 mm while Region 1 will record upwards of 1,000 mm.  The other regions will range between 550 mm and 1,000 mm.  Now, this alters the face of agriculture and how it is practiced in a significant way, particularly for an economy overly reliant on land for achieving food security, employment and earning foreign currency.
	"The shrinking of Natural Regions 2 and 3, which are the main food producing areas in Zimbabwe, point to a possible reduction in food production and thus problems of food insecurity," said Mr Mugandani of the Midlands State University's Water and Land Resources Department in the study.  "The shifting of the natural regions' boundaries observed, strongly points to evidence of climate variability and change."
	The effects of climate change are evident in Zimbabwe with increasing variability in rainfall patterns, higher average temperatures, as well as increased frequency and extremity of droughts and floods.  Agriculture is the hardest hit.  Food production has fallen sharply.  This year alone, the country was forced to import over 50% of its maize requirements, the staple crop.
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