Droughts Afflict America
A third of America is suffering from drought.  From eastern Mississippi across Alabama to southwest Tennessee and northwest Georgia, the natural disaster has been called exceptional. 
	2007 is California's driest year in 130 years of rainfall records.  Downtown Los Angeles get a record low of 4 inches of rain since July 2006.  Residents were urged to take shorter showers, reduce lawn sprinkling, and stop throwing trash in toilets.  Can Angelos cut water usage by 10%?  Southern California summer fire season has become a year-round event, with blazes in Griffith Park and Santa Catalina Island. 
	Water levels in Florida's Lake Okeechobee match the record low.  Drought has bared parts of the lake bed.  A Tupelo honey crop has dropped by half. 
	Exceptional drought plagues 38% of Alabama.  78% of pastures are in poor or very poor condition, as are 48% of peanut and 68% of cotton crops. 
	With Georgia’s most severe drought in decades, estimated crop losses run to hundreds of millions of dollars.  Three in five counties suffer extreme drought; the rest have severe to mild drought.  Non-commercial water use is restricted across the state. 
Hay production in Kentucky is off by 50% due to rain deficits, down 6 to 9 inches in the South and 2 to 4 inches in the West. 
	In Maryland, the worst gypsy moth outbreak in 12 years has been aggravated by drought.  Defoliated trees are vulnerable to further infection as drought stress hinders their ability to grow new leaves. 
	The Tennessee spring used to make Jack Daniel's whiskey threatens to dry up.  Most of Tennessee is in extreme drought.
	Power plants in the Southwest failed in an early 2007 heat wave.  This summer is running 10 to 15°F above normal in Utah and Nevada.  “It's dangerously hot,” said Rob Smith, regional staff director of the Sierra Club, at his Sonora Desert home in Arizona.  “This is what global warming looks like.”  For the second year in a row, threat of fire cancelled fireworks in Flagstaff near the Grand Canyon. 
	Water levels in the Colorado River, which supplies most of the water to the Southwest, have fallen 15%.  Most of its water is used for farming.  However, growing population will swell the need for drinking water.
	Droughts back to medieval times have devastated populations across the United States.  One drought, at the end of the 13th century, appears tied to the demise of the Anasazi culture.  The Dust Bowl on the Plains in the 1930s and droughts in 1950s were catastrophic for agriculture, migration and employment.  In the past decade, water levels in Nevada's Lake Mead and Arizona's Lake Powell have fallen to half full.
Ever worsening droughts loom for America’s Southwest.  Summer 2007 heat is certainly consistent with what scientists have projected, according to Dan Becker, director of the Sierra Club’s global warming program, a harbinger of things to come. 
	Computer models at Columbia and Princeton universities predict a permanent drought that will last through 2100, in one of the fastest growing regions in the country.  “It's already on the way,” said geophysicist Richard Seager of the Lamont-Doherty Earth Institute at Columbia University. “Even if we intervene, it will persist for a few more decades. It takes that long to respond.” 
	Seager, with his colleagues there and at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's Geophysical Fluid Dynamics Lab at Princeton, looked at 19 different computerized climate models from around the world.  The models looked back to 1860 and forward to 2100.  They showed a marked increase in arid climate, beginning around now and steadily worsening.  The report appeared in Science in April. 
	The study projects that the drought could be as severe as the Dust Bowl of the 1930s.  Unlike historical droughts, the projected climate change is linked to the overall warming of the oceans and atmosphere caused by rising greenhouse gases.  If these scientists and their models are correct, severe drought could ignite conflicts over water that will have epic effects on development, immigration and even international politics.
	Searing heat in the Southwest induces people to stay indoors and jack up their air conditioners. When they do go out, they drive everywhere, according to the Sierra Club’s Becker.  Neither practice makes for sustainable living, said Becker. 
	The population of the Southwest depends on massive engineering works, all built assuming there would be more water available than there is any more.  Who gets the water?  Border and immigration conflicts could flare, as drought in Mexico pushes millions of more poor, rural migrants into the United States to seek work.
	For more details, see  http://abcnews.go.com/US/storyid=3317774&page=1l ; http://www.sciencemag.org/sciencexpress/recent.dtl; and  http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/story?id=3352465&page=1,

