More Oil Companies Could Join Exxon Mobil as Focus of Climate Investigations
by Clifford Krauss
Nov. 6, 2015: Houston – The New York attorney general’s office is opening an investigation into Exxon Mobil’s record on climate change.  That may well spur legal inquiries into other oil companies, according to legal and climate experts.  But successful prosecutions are far from assured.
Many oil companies have funded lobbying efforts and research on climate change.  So prosecutors would most likely be able to search through vast amounts of material.  The industry has also resisted pressure for years from environmental groups - to warn investors of the risks that stricter limits on carbon emissions could have on their businesses.  However that appears to be changing.
“Exxon Mobil is not alone,” said Stephen Zamora, a professor at the University of Houston Law Center.  “This is not likely to be an isolated matter.”
Energy experts said prosecutors may decide to investigate companies that chose to fund or join organizations that questioned climate science or policies designed to address the problem.  Examples are the Global Climate Coalition and the American Legislative Exchange Council.  Investigators would see if discrepancies exist between the companies’ public and private statements.
British Petroleum (now BP), Shell Oil, Texaco (now part of Chevron) and Exxon, along with several manufacturing companies, were all members of a coalition.  The group of companies and trade associations started an advertising campaign in the 1990s - opposing Washington’s involvement in strong international efforts like the Kyoto Protocol initiative to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
Energy experts said internal documents from member companies about climate change could contradict what the companies said as part of the coalition, which disbanded in 2002.
“There was a concerted effort by multiple American oil companies to obscure the emerging climate science consensus throughout the 1990s,” said Paul Bledsoe, a former White House aide to President Bill Clinton on climate issues.  “This group may be vulnerable to legal challenge.”
British Petroleum and Shell Oil left the coalition early on, setting a pattern in which European oil companies took a very different course on climate and other environmental issues than most of their American competitors.
Shell announced this summer that it would not renew its membership in the American Legislative Exchange Council, or ALEC.  The free-enterprise group has opposed government mandates, subsidies, and other efforts to force or encourage companies to develop and use more renewable energy sources.
Occidental Petroleum and several other companies have also left ALEC, but Chevron and Exxon Mobil still support the group.
Big American and European oil companies can point to efforts they have made to support renewable energy, perhaps clouding attempts by prosecutors to paint them as one-sided on the issue of climate change.
Chevron, for example, has been a pioneer for decades in geothermal energy.  Exxon Mobil has a project underway to convert algae into a biofuel that can run vehicles and soak up carbon.  BP is active in wind power.  Several companies in the United States have begun working with the Environmental Defense Fund to limit emissions of methane.
 www.nytimes.com/2015/11/07/science/more-oil-companies-could-join-exxon-mobil-as-focus-of-climate-investigations.html?_r=0
