Ian, a Hurricane Again, Heads to Carolinas, after Historic Damage to Florida
by Jason Samenow, Kim Bellware, Kelly Kasulis Cho, Annabelle Timsit, Chris Mooney
Sep. 29, 2022 – Ian regained hurricane strength just after 5 p.m. Thursday, packing 75 mph winds as it churns toward South Carolina with what the National Weather Service called “life-threatening flooding, storm surge and strong winds.”  It is forecast to make landfall around Charleston mid-day Friday.
Ian battered southwest Florida late Wednesday, causing what Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) called “historic” damage to the state.  President Biden has approved a major disaster declaration for Florida, amid what the National Hurricane Center described as “catastrophic flooding” over its east and central regions.
2 people were reported dead Thursday.  But DeSantis said it was still unconfirmed whether their deaths were storm-related or if they died amid the storm from other causes.  In Lee County, the sheriff said “100s” might be dead after the storm made landfall to the north.  Search and rescue efforts were underway, as more than 2.6 million customers remained without power, according to the online tracking site PowerOutage.us.
Ian spent just 12 hours as a tropical storm Friday, before recapturing hurricane status over the Atlantic Ocean after crossing the Florida Peninsula.  The storm, packing 75 mph winds as of 5 p.m., is heading north-northeast at 10 mph toward the South Carolina coast, where it is poised to come ashore Friday.
In its 5 p.m. update, the National Hurricane Center wrote that Ian could intensify a bit more over the warm waters of the Gulf Stream before its 2nd U.S. landfall, probably around Charleston mid-day Friday.  Its peak winds at that time are projected to be around 80 mph.
Ian made landfall in southwest Florida on Wednesday tied as the 5th-strongest hurricane on record to strike the United States.  Its combination of ocean surge, destructive winds, and flooding rain has been devastating.
Here are the peak extremes of each of these hazards reported so far:
Storm surge:
• Both Naples and Fort Myers registered record-breaking surges over 7 feet.  It is probable the surge was considerably higher than that in other areas where there are not tide gauge measurements.
Peak wind gusts:
• Cape Coral: 140 mph
• Punta Gorda: 135 mph
• Pelican Bay: 112 mph
• Sarasota: 106 mph
• Naples: 105 mph
• Venice: 104 mph
• Fort Myers: 100 mph
Rainfall totals:
• Ponce Inlet: 31.52 inches
• New Smyrna Beach: 28.60 inches
• Titusville: 25.60 inches
• Davenport (northeast of Lakeland): 23.87 inches
• North Port (near Port Charlotte): 19.01 inches
• Orlando: 15.40 inches
These rainfall totals have less than 1% chance of happening in any given year; that is, they are 1-in-100 year or higher events.
As Hurricane Ian came ashore in Florida’s Fort Myers region, the ocean’s surge was massive.  Early data show a surge more than 7 feet above normal high-water levels at the Fort Myers station, which is a fair ways inland along the Caloosahatchee River.  That’s far higher than previous high-water levels recorded at this location in past hurricanes and tropical storms, going back to the 1970s.  Sites along the coast were forecast by the National Hurricane Center to see even higher levels.  Resulting scenes of destruction suggest that they probably did.
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