'6 Panels a Minute': 2 Million Australian Homes Now Have Solar
by Peter Hannam
Dec. 3, 2018 – Surging power bills and the falling price of solar panels have pushed the number of Australian households with photovoltaics on their roofs past the 2 million mark, according to analysis of Clean Energy Regulator data.
As of last week, there were panels on just over 1/5 of all Australian homes.  Sunbelt states of South Australia and Queensland are nearing rates of 1/3 of total homes, or about twice that of NSW - where state support has largely been removed - and Victoria.
"It's a combination: panel prices [nationwide] have never been this low and electricity prices have never been this high," said Warwick Johnston, managing director of consultancy SunWiz.
The 1st million systems were installed by February 2013, with total capacity of about 2.4 GigaWatts (GW), he said.  The capacity of the 2nd million, though, soared to about 5.6 GW, demonstrating how consumers have more than doubled the size of their average units.
"They are over-sizing for future batteries and electric vehicles," Mr Johnston said.  He noted that Bloomberg New Energy Finance predicted as much as 45% of electricity needs would be sourced from so-called distributed power by 2032 - one of the highest rates in the world.
The PV milestone - derived using an algorithm to analyze CER data and the latest renewable energy certificates - comes in a week when the Morrison government is preparing to introduce legislation in Parliament for its so-called "big stick" approach: to press energy companies to reduce power prices.
Many consumers, though, aren't waiting for government action, given that solar panels now offer annual rates of return of more than 20% on the investment.  "Even with high-quality systems, you can get a 5-year payback on your system, and it pays for itself 5 times over," Mr Johnston said.
'6 Panels per Minute'
Kane Thornton, chief executive of the Clean Energy Council, said households with solar were saving $540 a year on their power bills, on average.
“An average of 6 panels a minute are being installed in Australia, with the Australian Energy Market Operator estimating an average of 10-20 panels a minute, if large-scale solar projects are factored in," Mr Thornton said.
The National Electricity Market - which supplies about 80% of the Australian population - drew about 1/5 of its power from renewable energy sources in the past week.  Solar eclipsed all but coal.
Mr Thornton urged customers to visit the council's accredited and approved solar retailers list, with an increasing number of suppliers in the market, to ensure the full benefits of solar were realized.
South Australia and Queensland lead the nation in terms of proportion of homes with rooftop systems, with about 31 and 30%, respectively.
Queensland also had the most systems, with almost 600,000, and a capacity of 2.3 GW.  That’s ahead of NSW, with about 450,000 units and almost 1.8 GW of capacity.
Victoria, which has almost 375,000 homes with solar, could rapidly expand that figure in coming years.  The re-elected Andrews Labor government plans to support roll-out of 650,000 new systems, targeting low-income households, over the next decade.
Rooftop solar PV installations will easily set an annual record this year, in terms of capacity, with 1.25 GW added in the 1st 10 months of 2018.  That topped the previous record of 1.1 GW set in 2017.  It is likely to reach 1.55 GW or so by the end of the year, at the current monthly installation rate of 150 MegaWatts, Mr Johnston, of Sunwiz, said.
The 3 million mark will be crossed in about 4 years' time, if current installation rates are maintained, he said.  He added that about 1/8 of new systems were also including batteries.
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