Abengoa Christens Mojave Solar Generating Station in Hinkley
by Mike Lamb
Jan. 23, 2015: Hinkley, California - Fred Morse says he remembers back in 1969, when President Richard Nixon asked if solar energy made sense for the United States.
Sitting in front of a podium inside a large tent pitched in the Hinkley desert, the senior adviser for Abengoa Solar pointed behind him, toward the large windows showing the newest technological advancement in renewable energy.
“Here’s your answer,” Morse said.
He opened Friday’s inauguration ceremony for the Mojave Solar Generating Station held near the solar thermal electric plant recently built on nearly 2 square miles off of Harper Lake Road.  Solar thermal electric technology uses mirrors to concentrate solar energy, to drive a conventional steam turbine.  It uses a new parabolic trough technology that is more efficient and cost effective, according Abengoa.
The company says Mojave solar will eventually deliver enough electricity to serve 91,000 California households.  It’s expected to prevent the emission to the atmosphere of around 223,500 tons of CO2 per year.
But more importantly to the small community of Hinkley and neighboring Barstow, much needed jobs are being created.  “Through projects like Mojave, Abengoa is striving to create jobs,” said Matthew Nelson, chief of staff for the Office of Energy Efficiency and renewable energy at the U.S. Department of Energy.  He was among the 5 speakers at the inauguration praising the project.  “This project produced 2,200 construction jobs and will produce 70 permanent jobs in operation and maintenance.  70 jobs does not necessarily seem to be a massive number, but when you think about what those jobs mean to a small community like this, it can be transforming.”
Morse added that another 1,000 jobs were created throughout the nation from the amount of goods and services that were needed to build the facility and operate it.
Barstow Mayor Julie Hackbarth-McIntyre, among the several hundred company and government officials and local dignitaries in attendance for the ceremony, agreed.  “I’m excited,” she said.  “I want to go on a tour.  I haven’t seen it since I was last here,  and there was just dust and dirt in the beginning.  It’s a wonderful, huge project with a lot of moving parts.  And as you employ somebody, that’s the beginning of somebody else being employed in service, groceries, gas and that nature.”
 Officials touted the facility as a major energy contributor now and in the future.  It’s expected to generate about $169 million is tax revenue over 25 years.
Beyond jobs, Abengoa CEO Armando Zuluaga Zilbermann stressed that the future of mankind hinges on this kind of technology.  “We are proud to contribute to the effort to make this world a better place,” he said.  “Climate change is clearly one of the most important challenges that humankind has ever had to face.  Almost every day seems to bring news of more threats to life on Earth, due to the growing climate-change related impacts.  There is an urgency to take more serious steps to reduce carbon dioxide emissions.”
Zilbermann said he believes California is the perfect place to lead the world in renewable energy.  “I’ve been to many places in the world,” he said.  “There’s no place like California for the number of renewable resources that we have.  We have great wind sites.  We have some of the best solar power, we do have earthquakes giving us a lot of geothermal power, and we have a vast amount of biomass.  There’s is no place in the world with that combination of resources.”
Mary Nichols, chairman of the California Air Resources Board, praised the California Legislature for its long-term commitment to renewable energy.  She said AB 32 has to be looked at as one of the factors making the project in becoming an affordable energy solution.  AB 32 requires the state to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions to 1990 levels by 2020 — a reduction of approximately 15% below emissions expected under a “business as usual” scenario.
“And of course the federal government deserves to take a victory lap for the clean energy program that helped finance this project and others like it,” Nichols said.  “Without the Obama Administration championship of renewable energy, we simply would not be here today, and I do want to take a moment to say the president has been a leader on climate change from day one.  He really deserves more credit that he generally is given for his leadership in that area.”
Abengoa finalized a $1.2 billion federal loan guarantee for the Mojave project through the Department of Energy’s Federal Loan Guarantee Program in 2011.  Nelson also said the Mojave project would not have become a reality without the loan program.  “For all this coverage and negative press, last year the Loan Guarantee Program turned a profit to the taxpayers,” Nelson said.  “So developing this project and other like it, rewards taxpayers for their trust.”
Fong Wan, senior vice president, energy procurement, for Pacific Gas and Electric Company, also congratulated Abengola and expressed the major role renewable energy will play for his company.
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