Emmetsburg, Iowa Cellulosic Ethanol Plant Opens September 3
by Christopher Doering and Donnelle Eller
August 16, 2014 (AP) – Poet-DSM plans to celebrate the opening of its Emmetsburg cellulosic ethanol plant, called Project Liberty, on Sept. 3.  The $250 million project will use 770 tons of corn cobs, leaves, husks and stalks daily to produce 20 million gallons of cellulosic ethanol a year, later ramping up to 25 million gallons per year.
The company said plant employees are now running the biomass through a pre-treatment process and preparing for its first gallons of ethanol.
The company, a joint venture, will provide public tours, lunch and a flyover by the ethanol-powered Vanguard Squadron, a 4-ship aerobatic team that promotes using renewable fuel.
The project is a partnership between Poet, a South Dakota-based maker of ethanol, and DSM Royal, a Dutch maker of enzymes.  Poet-DSM plans to license its technology to companies around the world, it said.
In July, Quad County Corn Processors became the first company in the state to begin commercial-scale cellulosic ethanol production.
Kellogg Joins Climate Change Battle
Cereal and snacks giant Kellogg Co. said it will take steps to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions throughout its supply chain, a response to consumer pressure to be more accountable for its impact on climate change.
Kellogg, which makes household favorites including Corn Flakes, Pringles and Keebler cookies, said it will require its key suppliers, including those in agriculture, to measure and publicly disclose their emissions and plans for reducing them.  The Battle Creek, Mich., food giant committed to announcing its supply-chain greenhouse gas emissions reduction target and action plan by December 2015.
The company also expanded an earlier pledge for zero net deforestation by 2020 to include soy and sugarcane products in its supply chain, where deforestation is at the greatest risk.  “We recognize that upstream agriculture emissions are the single largest source of emissions in our value chain, and will focus our efforts on achieving agricultural emissions reductions,” Kellogg said in a statement.  “We expect suppliers to support our corporate responsibility commitments, by implementing sustainable operating and farming practices, and agricultural production systems.
The announcement by Kellogg comes 2 weeks after General Mills announced a similar sustainability policy.
The move to reduce emissions comes following a campaign from Oxfam International, a global organization that works to end poverty.  The advocacy group said it has collected more than 238,000 supporters for its Behind the Brands initiative, designed to pressure major food and beverage companies to measure, share and reduce emissions across their supply chains.
“Kellogg’s new commitments add momentum to calls on governments and the wider food and agriculture industry to recognize that climate change is real, it’s happening now, and we need to tackle it,” said Monique van Zijl, campaign manager for Oxfam’s Behind the Brands campaign.  “There is no longer a question of whether consumer action can produce results.  The real question is whether the wider industry and our political leaders will get ahead of the wave or wait to be crushed by it.”
The move by Kellogg and others comes as part of a global effort to prevent average global temperatures from rising more than 2°C — the level where some argue the atmosphere could be permanently altered.
UN: Global Food Prices Fall to 6-Month Low
Global food prices fell to a 6-month low in July, as plentiful grain harvests pushed prices lower, the United Nations food agency said.
The U.N.’s Food and Agriculture Organization said the food price index, which measures monthly price changes in cereals, dairy, meat, sugar and oilseeds, averaged 203.9 points in July 2014, down 1.7% from the same month a year ago.  It was the 4th straight month the food index declined.
“The lingering decline of food prices since March reflects much better expectations over supplies in the current and forthcoming seasons, especially for cereals and oils, a situation that is expected to facilitate rebuilding of world stocks,” said FAO senior economist Concepcion Calpe.
The FAO increased its global forecast for cereal production, which includes grains such as corn, rice, oats and rye, by 19.84 million tons to 2.8 billion tons.
The plentiful corn crop, a result of timely rains and relatively mild temperatures in most areas this season, has pushed prices to $3.60 a bushel, their lowest level in nearly 4 years, and down sharply from more than $8 a bushel in 2012.
The U.S. Department of Agriculture is scheduled to update its forecast for corn, soybeans and other crops Tuesday.  Currently, the USDA is calling for a record 3.8 billion bushels of soybeans and 13.86 billion bushels of corn to be produced, just below last year’s record.  Market analysts expect favorable weather across much of the Corn Belt this summer will be enough to boost corn production to a record.
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