All-Time Heat Records Broken in ... Alaska?!
by Andrew Freedman
June 18, 2013 - A massive dome of high pressure, sometimes referred to as a "heat dome," has set up shop over Alaska, bringing all-time record temperatures - just a few weeks after parts of the state had a record cold start to spring.  In some cases, towns in Alaska were warmer on Monday and Tuesday than most locations in the lower 48 states.
For example, Talkeetna set an all-time high temperature record of 96°F on Monday, smashing its previous mark of 91°F set a day earlier, and previously set in June of 1969.  In fact, it was warmer in Talkeetna, which is about 110 miles north of Anchorage, than it was in Miami, based on data from the National Weather Service (NWS).  (As Weather Underground's Christopher Burt notes, there was an unofficial observation of 98°F on Monday, which would rank among the hottest all-time temperature records for the state.)
In Valdez, which sits along the cool waters of Prince William Sound, the temperature reached a remarkable 90°F Monday, beating the previous all-time mark of 87°F.  It was still 77°F at 10 PM.  In Seward, another coastal port, the temperature hit 88°F, breaking the previous all-time high of 87°F that was set on July 4, 1999.
Extreme heat was also felt across the interior of Alaska, where hot temperatures are expected to continue this week until the large high-pressure area, or ridge in the jet stream, weakens and moves away.  The heat, combined with low relative humidity and the chance for thunderstorms, is raising the risk of wildfires across parts of Alaska.
On Tuesday June 18, McGrath set a record high of 91°F, beating the old record of 84°F set in 1962.  Record highs were also broken or tied at Eielsen Air Force Base and Tanana, the NWS said.  On Sunday, Tanana, Delta Junction, Northway, and McGrath all set record-high temperatures.
The 90°F and 91°F readings in McGrath, a small town located about 220 miles northwest of Anchorage, are extremely unusual.  They come on the heels of record cold that occurred during late May.  On May 18, McGrath set a record for the coldest temperature recorded there so late in the season, at 15°F.  Fairbanks had an average temperature for the month of May that was 5.1°F below average.
In Nome, the high temperature reached 84°F Monday, breaking the record for June.  The highest recorded temperature there for any month is 86°F, which could be within reach Tuesday.
Alaska is one of the fastest-warming states in the U.S., largely because the nearby Arctic region is warming rapidly in response to manmade global warming and natural variability.  In recent years, Alaska has had to contend with large wildfires, melting permafrost, and reduced sea ice, among other climate-related challenges.
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