Death Valley Soars to 130°, Matching Earth’s Hottest in at Least 90 Years
by Jason Samenow
July 9, 2021 – As the 3rd massive heat wave in 3 weeks kicked off in the West on Friday, Death Valley, California, soared to a searing 130°.  If confirmed, it would match the highest known temperature on the planet since at least 1931, which occurred less than a year ago.
Death Valley also hit 130° last August.  At the time, it preliminarily ranked among the top 3 highest temperatures ever measured on the planet.  It is still being reviewed by the World Meteorological Organization, which is the arbiter of international weather records.
The 130° reading observed Friday and last August only trail 2 other high temperatures ever measured on the planet: 1) the high of 134 set in Death Valley on July 10, 1913, and 2) a 131° reading from Kebili, Tunisia, set July 7, 1931.
But Christopher Burt, an expert on world weather extremes, questions the legitimacy of both of those measurements.  He called the 1913 Death Valley reading “essentially not possible from a meteorological perspective” and wrote that the 1931 Tunisia reading has “serious credibility issues.”  In other words, the 130° readings from Death Valley on Friday and last year, if validated, may be the highest pair of reliably measured temperatures ever observed on Earth.
As it stands, Friday’s high broke the daily record for July 9 of 129°, also from 1913.
Death Valley is the lowest, driest and hottest location in the United States.  Furnace Creek, where its temperature is measured, sits at 190 feet below sea level in the Mojave Desert of southeastern California.  It is notorious for its blistering heat.
Friday’s 130° reading comes after it hit 126° on both Wednesday and Thursday.  It’s predicted to reach as high as 132° on Saturday and 130 on Sunday.  Nighttime lows may stay above 100 until the middle of next week.
Saturday marks the anniversary of the controversial 134° reading from 1913.  Temperatures that high are unlikely this weekend.
The sweltering heat in Death Valley comes on the heels of its hottest June on record.  It was just 3 summers ago that it posted the hottest July ever recorded on the planet, for the 2nd year in a row.  During that month, it hit at least 120° on 21 days.
The heat occurring in the West this summer is linked to both a historically intense drought and human-caused climate change.  The historic heat wave that occurred in the Pacific Northwest to close June was made at least 150 times as likely due to human influence, according to a panel of scientists.
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