How Hot Is the Heat Wave?  Very, Very Hot
June 29, 2013 - The heat wave scorching the West is one of the worst in years, with temperatures approaching record levels in some areas.  So, just how hot is the heat wave?  A look at 5 ways the heat is punishing the West.  Desert locations in the Southwest are seeing temperatures approach 120°F.  To give some perspective, here are 5 facts about the punishing nature of the heat.
Death Valley
The desert valley in California will see temperatures approach 130°F.  The hottest temperature ever recorded on Earth occurred in Death Valley with a reading of 134°F, almost 100 years ago to the day in 1913.  The park is dotted with locations such as Furnace Creek and Dante's View.  Officials are urging people to exercise extreme caution.  But sweltering heat is often a big draw for visitors to Death Valley National Park — especially tourists from Europe — with hotels already booked solid during the hotter months of July and August.
Be Careful
As if temperatures nearing 120°F weren't bad enough, it's even hotter inside cars and on concrete and asphalt roads and sidewalks.  It can hit 200°F on asphalt during peak summer temperatures, presenting all sorts of hazards.  Drivers should keep pets and children out of locked cars.  A person who suffers a fall on a sidewalk or a street could end up in the burn unit.  
Pets
It's common in cities like Phoenix to see pet owners place booties on the paws of their dogs to keep the animals from burning on the blazing heat of streets and sidewalks.  As a result, pet owners are urged to walk their dogs during morning and evening hours, to protect them from the heat.
Airlines
Bigger jetliners can handle temperatures of 126-127°F, but airlines are closely monitoring the conditions.  Smaller planes may have flights delayed.  When the temperature gets real hot, the air becomes less dense and changes liftoff conditions.
No Escape
The easiest way to beat the heat in cities such as Phoenix is to flee the desert for higher-elevation mountain cities such as Flagstaff, Sedona and Prescott.  But these won't offer much of a break during this hot spell.  Flagstaff could approach the record Saturday of 97°F, while Sedona could be in the 110° range.
www.csmonitor.com/Environment/Latest-News-Wires/2013/0629/How-hot-is-the-heat-wave-Very-very-hot?nav=92-csm_category-topStories

Records Break as Heat Wave Intensifies; 122° in Palm Springs
by Ahn Do
June 29,2013 – More records broke Saturday, as a heat wave kept its grips on California and the West.  According to the National Weather Service, several desert and Inland Empire communities set new records for this day of the year, including Palm Springs (122°F), Indio (121) and Riverside (105).  Other record highs for the date were recorded in Lancaster (111), Paso Robles (111), Idyllwild (98) and Camarillo (89), according to the NWS.  The hottest places were in desert areas.  Needles set a new record of 120°F, according to Accuweather.
Closer to Los Angeles, Granada Hills, Chatsworth, Woodland Hills, Lancaster, Claremont and Santa Clarita recorded triple-digit temperatures Saturday afternoon.
Officials said the extreme heat will continue until at least Tuesday.  "It's early in the heat season.  Usually our hottest months are August and September.  We're not even in July yet, but this is a massive high pressure system and it's just smothering," said Bill Patzert, a climatologist at the NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory in La Cañada Flintridge.
On Saturday, the NWS warned that temperatures could rise above 120°F in some desert areas.  They predicted 100 to 115°F in valleys, 100 to 105° in lower mountains and up to 95° in coastal areas.
"We'll set record highs today," NWS meteorologist John Dumas said, noting that Ojai, at 104°F, beat its previous record of 103, while San Luis Obispo tied its earlier record of 97°.
The minimum temperature in Burbank last night clocked in at 74°.  "That's making people most uncomfortable," Dumas said.  "Everybody knows they will be hot by day, but when it doesn't drain down at night, it's a lot harder.  If you can go to bed and cool off and get a good night's sleep, you can recover.  But if you can't, it's a huge challenge to your day."  Phoenix was looking to set a new record, too.  As of 3 p.m., it was 119°F, according to Accuweather.  Las Vegas was at 113 and Death Valley 126.
A slight cooling is to start Monday and last through July 4, although temperatures will still be above normal, Dumas said.  The last significant heat wave in Southern California was in 2009, when the region baked for 2 weeks.
In Death Valley, July is the month with the most deaths and injuries such as dehydration, according to statistics, said Chris Stachelski, meteorologist from the National Weather Service's Las Vegas branch.  Those most likely to get hurt are people who don't realize their limits, wander and become disoriented, he added.
Death Valley is usually about 12°F warmer than Las Vegas, with normal highs hovering around 114°F.
Stachelski predicted that temperatures there would hit 128° on Saturday and inch up to 129° Sunday and Monday.  "All records," he said.  "If you don't have a reason to go there, don't go there.  The last time we were there to inspect the equipment, in May, it was only 98°."
In Los Angeles, the heat is a particular concern to firefighters, because it comes in a year of record dry conditions, which have already sparked several major brush fires in the area.  Fireworks also went on sale Friday in some areas, adding another fire danger.  Fireworks will be sold in 295 designated communities in the state through the 4th of July.
Since January, the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection has responded to about 2,900 fires, department spokesman Daniel Berlant said.  In an average year, he said, it would have responded to fewer than 1,800 by this time.  Dry brush is a reason for the increase in fires, Berlant said.  Current weather conditions are more typical of late August or early September, he said.  "We're in a long-term drought," climatologist Patzert said.  "The situation is extremely crispy and dry.  That equals incendiary."
Several agencies opened cooling centers — air-conditioned facilities where the public can escape the heat — in Los Angeles County.  For information about the centers, call 211, or view an interactive map of the centers online.
www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-record-heat-wave-california-20130629,0,371366.story

Las Vegas Ties Its High Temperature Record: 117°F
by James Samenow
June 30, 2013 – Since weather records began in Las Vegas, Nevada in 1937, it has never been hotter than today – when it sizzled to 117°F.  Only one other day in recorded history could match this heat: July 24, 1942.
The high temperature at the official long term Las Vegas climate station at McCarran International Airport has reached 117°F today, June 30th.  This ties the all-time record high for Las Vegas 1st set on July 24, 1942 and tied on July 19, 2005.  The previous all-time record high for June in Las Vegas was 116°F on June 15, 1940.
The 117° reading was Vegas’ hottest temperature ever recorded in June.  The previous record was 116 set June 15, 1940.
Meanwhile, The Weather Channel is saying it’s possible Death Valley reached at least 129° today, and possibly 130.  If it hit 130°, that would be the hottest reading there in 100 years.  Death Valley’s all-time hottest temperature is 134° from July 10, 1913, the hottest temperature ever reliably recorded on Earth.
www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/capital-weather-gang/wp/2013/06/30/las-vegas-ties-its-hottest-temperature-ever-recorded-117/

Death Valley Ties US June High Temp Record
July 1, 2013: Death Valley National Park, California (AP) – The National Weather Service says California's Death Valley National Park tentatively recorded a high temperature of 129°F on Sunday, which would tie the all-time June record high for the United States: 129°F (53.8°C) recorded on June 23, 1902, at Volcano, a former town near the Salton Sea in southeastern California.
The weather service's Las Vegas office on Monday posted to its website a photo of a Park Service thermometer showing the mercury on June 30, showing 131°F.  The reading, however, is short of the all-time, world record 134°F (56.67°C) set in Death Valley on July 10, 1913.
http://weather.aol.com/2013/07/01/death-valley-temps-soar-to-at-least-tie-record/
