Records Crushed in Pacific Northwest amid Historic Heat Wave
by Jason Samenow and Ian Livingston
June 27, 2021 – The most severe heat wave that the Pacific Northwest has ever endured is underway.  Predicted to be “historic, dangerous, prolonged and unprecedented,” according to the National Weather Service, it’s already rewriting the record books.
On Sunday, Portland soared to its highest temperature in more than 80 years of record-keeping: 112°.  This new mark occurred just one day after hitting 108, which had broken the previous all-time record of 107.  Seattle surged to 104° Sunday, surpassing the old record of 103.
The extraordinary heat swelled north of the international border, as Canada saw its highest temperature ever recorded: 116°F on Sunday afternoon in Lytton, British Columbia.
Temperatures were expected to peak in the Pacific Northwest between Sunday afternoon and Tuesday, depending on location.
Here are the predicted highs in several major population centers along with what all-time records that are predicted to be broken on Monday: Portland Oregon 114°, Medford 109, Seattle 110 and Spokane 109.
The strength of the heat dome, or sprawling zone of high pressure centered near the U.S.-Canada border, promoting these temperatures, is simply off the charts.  Its intensity is so statistically rare that it might be expected only once every several thousand years on average.  But man-made climate change has made exceptional events like this many times more probable.  Meteorologists are describing the situation as “insane,” “bonkers” and “incredible.”
In the coming days, loads of high temperature records are expected to fall.  Due to the heat wave’s longevity, new record-long streaks for surpassing different temperature thresholds are also anticipated.  For example, Seattle is forecast to experience triple-digit heat on 3 straight days, for the 1st time on record.
Here is a running list of some of the most significant records established so far; we will update this daily until the heat wave is over.
All-Time Record Highs
All-time highs are the most rare and refer to the highest temperature ever recorded at a given location.
	Sunday
• Portland reached 112°, topping 108 from Saturday.  (Before this weekend, the previous record was 107 from 1981)
• Seattle reached 104°, topping 103 from 2009.
• The Dalles, Oregon, reached 115°, topping 111 in 1998 and 1992.
• Roseburg, Ore., reached 113°, topping 109 in 2020 and 1946.
• Salem, Ore., reached 113°, topping 108 from 1927, 1941, and 1981.
• Eugene, Ore., reached 111°, topping 108 from 1981.
• Olympia, Washington, reached 105°, tying the mark from 2009 and 1981.
• Hoquiam, Wash., reached 103°, topping 95 from 2016.
• Stampede Pass, Wash., reached 93°, tying the mark from 2004.
• Shelton, Wash., reached 107°, topping 104 from 2009.
Saturday
• Vancouver, Wash., reached 108°, tying the mark from 2009.
• Troutdale, Ore., reached 109°, topping 108 from 1977.
Record Warm Lows
Record warm lows refer to the warmest nighttime or morning minimum temperatures on record.  The ones we present here are all-time (any month) cases.
	Sunday
• Seattle’s (preliminary) low temperature of 73° was the warmest on record for any date, topping 72 from 2009.
June Record Highs
These are the warmest temperatures ever observed during the month of June at the given locations.  They are rare, but monthly records are easier to break than all-time records.
	Sunday
• Medford, Oregon, reached 113°, topping 111 from 1992.
• Pasco, Washington, reached 115°, topping 111 in 2015.
• Yakima, Wash., reached 108°, tying 108 in 2015.
• Renton, Wash., reached 103°, topping 95 in 2007.
• La Grande, Ore., reached 102°, topping 99 in 2003.
Saturday
• Bellingham, Wash., reached 95°, topping 93 from 1955.
• Vancouver, Wash., reached 108°, topping 105 from 2014.
Record Streaks
• Seattle hit at least 100° on back-to-back days for the 1st time on record Saturday (102) and Sunday (104).
Notable Canadian Heat Records
• Lytton, British Columbia, reached 116° Sunday, the highest temperature ever recorded in Canada in any month.
• Kamloops, British Columbia, reached 109° Sunday, the highest temperature ever recorded there.
• Victoria International Airport, British Columbia, reached 99° Sunday, topping the old all-time record of 97 in 2007 and 1941.
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