Wild High Temperatures Worldwide Show the Extent of Record June Heat Wave
by Eric Mack
June 22, 2021 – Palm Springs not only tied its all-time high temperature, it also recorded the warmest June night ever seen in North America this month.  Meanwhile, Moscow is the hottest it’s been in June since 1901.  In Siberia the ground surface temperature rose to a shocking 118°F (47.8°C) at Verkhoyansk.  That’s bad news for permafrost.
"This is because of global climate change," Russian meteorologist Marina Makarova told AFP.
All around the globe, June has been one for the record books.  Monday was the hottest June day ever seen in Helsinki, Finland at 89°F (31.7°C). 
The all-time record high for June for all of Mexico fell at Mexicali in Baja California this June 18, when the mercury reached a scorching 125°F (51°4 C).  That’s just barely below the all-time high record ever seen anywhere in the country at any time of year.
Oh, and in case you haven’t spent much time paying attention to the weather in this planet’s northern hemisphere, keep in mind that June is typically not as hot as July and August.
The record heat hasn’t just been for blistering afternoons.  While Palm Springs, Californa tied its all-time high of 123°F (50.6°C), it also set a new record for the warmest overnight low for a June night, anywhere in North America, at an insomnia-inducing 105°F (40.6°C).
The heat wave isn’t only limited to the northern summer, either.  Parts of South Africa saw overnight winter solstice temperatures in the 70s °F (over 25°C).
In Russia, the 89.4°F (31.9°C) high recorded in the nation’s capital on Monday was the hottest day since 1901, but the literal meltdown in Siberia is even more concerning.
Weather stations in the Russian Arctic are seeing some of the earliest snow depth melting ever, while the European Copernicus satellite picked up ground surface temperatures of 118°F (47.8°C) in Siberia - not hot enough to cook an egg, but more than enough to disrupt snow and permafrost.  (Surface temperatures are different from air temperatures, which were still unseasonably warm in the high 80s.)
Back in the US, places like Billings, Mont., which are normally the subject of escapist fantasies for a respite from the oppressive heat found in more southern locales, set all-time records of their own.  In Billings, the temperature reached 108°F (42.2°C) for the 1st time ever.  In Salt Lake City, a new mark was set at 107°F (41.7°C). 
Things have since cooled a bit in the western US.  Residents of Salt Lake City catch a bit of break Tuesday; the high temperature is only forecast to be a balmy 101°F (38.3°C).
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